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NeFSMA: Helping Protect the Good Life

2011 Newsletter Volume 4
CHAIR’S COLUMN by Jesse Poore, CFM
Greetings, NeFSMA members. I wish for a joy-filled New Year for each and every one of you. The New Year is always a
good time to pause and think about new goals, resolutions, and habits you want to make. What were your goals two
years ago? Did you write them down? How have you done? In my first Chair’s Column almost two years ago, I listed
three goals that would direct my efforts moving forward. I believe that process was a substantial ingredient in our
recipe of success over the past two years as a Chapter.
1. Make sure that the administration of the Association our 501(c)(3) status is in proper working order.
a. Update our bylaws – Minor possible changes have been identified that will better reflect how our
Association operates and how membership benefits are provided. All recommended changes must be
brought to the membership for a vote which would likely occur at the Annual Membership meeting in
2012. Watch for advance notice of recommended changes in the middle of the year. There will be an
associated legal cost to update the bylaws, so I ask the current Board to make sure we don’t have to go
back again in a couple years to make additional changes.
b. Examine our financial management efforts - As Treasurer in 2009, I began to improve the tools used to
manage the finances of the Association including improving the ledger system, line-item budgeting, and
quarterly Treasurer’s reports. This has continued and has been improved over the past two years with
the dedicated efforts of Lori Laster. This past year, we took a bold step to advance an annual Education
Budget for the first time. Bobbi Holm helped to facilitate this inaugural effort with me which enabled us
to make advance planning and promotion of events a great benefit for members and sponsors. I believe
we are a much more fiscally accountable Association and have a lot of tools to build from in the coming
years. It has become apparent, though, that we must take on the services of a qualified tax consultant
that specializes in the needs of non-profits like us. In 2009 I began to bring our taxes into compliance
with State and Federal regulations. Our members deserve to have qualified representation in this area
and a professional will also help inform the Board of any ways we are out of compliance with our
bylaws. This will also be a cost that the Association will need to incur, but it is a cost that we are mature
enough to afford at this time.
c. Explore our insurance needs – During 2010, Shawn Smith assisted in the effort to explore insurance
options for our Association. I’m sure it was the highlight of her year! Through that process though, we
were able to identify the appropriate policy for our Association and the Board. The Board will need to
continue to evaluate the coverage we maintain on an Annual basis through our assigned representative
at The Harry A. Koch Company.
Fourth Quarter 2011
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2. Improve the leadership of our Association through the use of Committees. This effort began by designating a
Committee leader, establishing basic descriptions of what each Committee is responsible for, and asking
Committees to meet throughout the year apart from the full Board meetings. What follows is meant to inform
you about the current Committees, but also challenge you to find ways to become more involved with the
Association. You do not need to be a Board Member to participate on a Committee. Our current committee
roster has 31 volunteer spots filled. This was probably our greatest accomplishment over the past two years.
a. Education (Rock Krzycki) – Responsible for identifying topics, speakers and meeting
locations. Coordinate Continuing Education Credits for ASFPM and all other necessary credentialsupporting credits in advance of meetings. Also coordinates all resources needed for the day of
workshops, tours, and meetings (e.g., projectors, registration desk, receipts, name tags, transportation,
food, etc.). Supports Annual Conference by preparing conference packets, staffing the registration desk,
and assisting with tasks as directed by Annual Conference Committee Chair. Coordinates Annual
Conference tracks, abstract submittal and review, and outreach to potential speakers for the Annual
Conference including Key Note Speakers.
b. Membership/Capacity Building (Jamie Reinke) – Responsible for retaining membership and recruiting
new members and coordinating with agencies, organizations, businesses, others that share a common
target audience or target audience service. Coordinates sponsorships for events, vendors, and
scholarship/stipend offered by NeFSMA. Annually solicits nominations for Board Members between
September and October and coordinates voting procedures.
c. Publications (Mike McIntosh) – Responsible for Newsletters, the NeFSMA website and the NeFSMA
Blog. Ensures content is up to date and relevant for membership.
d. Annual Conference (John Cambridge) – Responsible for coordinating all logistics with event location
staff (e.g., location, food, rooms, seating, parking, etc.) related to the NeFSMA Annual Conference held
in conjunction with NDNR. Provides cost estimates to Education Committee so registration fee can be
established by April 1 each year.
3. Demonstrate the value of proper floodplain and stormwater quality planning to municipal officials, developers,
engineers, real estate agents and anyone else who will listen. Over the past two years, NeFSMA has found that
the membership Target Audience looking for floodplain and stormwater education and information is pretty
consistent. We are seeing consistent attendance at all of our events, including our Annual Conferences. Outside
the Target Audience, though, is our Focus Audience. This is the group that is not currently members, or is
impacted by the information that NeFSMA members need to know. To reach out to the Focus Audience, it is
imperative that the Board continue to look for opportunities to co-sponsor content relevant events where the
Focus Audience will be attending. Two examples are the Substantial Damage Estimation workshop that NDNR
provided in 2011 and the Nebraska Planning and Zoning Association conference that will be held in Grand Island
next March. These efforts may result in additional membership, but most importantly will allow NeFSMA to
communicate the important floodplain and stormwater messages to a wider audience.
It is fun to look back and see what ground has been covered and what could be done better. Take time to write down
your goals for the coming year if you haven’t already. I hope that they challenge you and inspire those around you.
Fourth Quarter 2011
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NeFSMA Announces 2012 Board of Directors
NeFSMA’s 2012 Board of Directors was announced at the October 20, 2011 Membership Meeting.
Chair – Lori Laster
At-Large – Bob Carnazzo
At-Large – Bill Jones
Vice-Chair – Rocky Keehn
At-Large – Emily Holtzclaw
At-Large – Nate Hartman
2nd Vice-Chair – Rock Krzycki
At-Large – John Cambridge
At-Large – Craig Wacker
Treasurer – Bobbi Holm
At-Large – Jamie Reinke
At-Large – Dave Shelton
Secretary – Mike McIntosh
At-Large – Nina Cudahy
At-Large – Ellen Wright
We would like to thank our outgoing board members, Jesse Poore, Shawn Smith and John Callen, for all their
hard work throughout 2011.

Upcoming Training Opportunities
March 20-21, 2012
University of Nebraska-Lincoln East Campus, Hardin Hall
Sponsored by City of Lincoln Watershed Management, Lower Platte South NRD, City of Scottsbluff,
Nebraska H20, Nebraska Forrest Service, Omaha Stormwater Program, Nebraska Statewide
Arboretum, UNL Extension
Nebraska Post-Construction Stormwater Workshop on March 21, 2012 and pre-workshop
Bioretention Short Course on March 20, 2012. The workshop is intended to provide an opportunity for
stakeholders to exchange information, resources and technology in the field of post-construction
stormwater management.
The goal of the conference is to increase the knowledge and capacity of participants in the areas of
design, implementation, policy and education in the field of post-construction stormwater
management.
Presentation tracks will include:
·
BMP Case Studies
·
Research Topics
·
Stormwater Management Policy
·
From the Developer: Low-Impact Development
Please see the Call for Presentations information at the UNL Urban Environment blog or Facebook
page.
Submissions for presentation proposals will be due no later than January 16th, 2012.
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Workshop Keynote speaker, Registration, and workshop sponsorship information will be announced
soon!
March 28-30, 2012
2012 Nebraska Annual Planning Conference
Mid-Town Holiday Inn Grand Island, NE
Sponsored by Nebraska Planning & Zoning Assoc./NE Chapter of the American Planning Assoc.
This NPZA training event is keyed to providing local planning officials from commissioners to elected
officials to appointed officials to citizens, which are rookies or veterans committed to the continuous
development of sound planning principles for their counties and municipalities. It also offers many
choices for the professional planners, which assist the volunteer planners, in expanding their
knowledge of planning disciplines through NE APA.
The 1st day offers a choice from 5 institute topics: planning commission fundamentals, legal issues, ecofriendly industrial parks, floodplain and stormwater management, and transportation alternatives.
Planners and lawyers experienced in practical application in Nebraska and National arenas from
Nebraska and the national American Planning Association.
The 2nd and 3rd days offer 5 track choices with sessions: planning basics, zoning administration,
environmental, GIS mapping, housing/community development, flood management/recovery, tax
increment financing, downtown redevelopment, ethics, boards of adjustment, open meeting act, and
conflict of interest…plus more.
Special mobile workshop…Sandhill Cranes---limited registration.
April 26, 2012
Omaha location TBD
Pervious Concrete Seminar
Sponsored by Nebraska Concrete & Aggregate Association

FEMA Releases New Levee Mapping Approach
FEMA has released its proposed new levee mapping approach for mapping areas behind levees that are not
accredited. This was in response to concerns about the "without levee" mapping approach. A fact sheet, the
Federal Register notice, and the proposed approach are all posted on the ASFPM website for your use.
The proposed approach is on public notice until January 30, 2012. If you are able to make comments and
submit them, please copy ASFPM and send your comments to Kevin@floods.org as well.
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Renew/Submit Your Annual NeFSMA Membership
The membership application for 2012 is available on our updated website. It will also be sent via email to
2011 members. http://nefsma.com/membership.php.

Become a 2012 NeFSMA Outreach Sponsor
We previously notified the NeFSMA community about our revised approach to Outreach Sponsorships for
2012. Please consider taking advantage of this fresh opportunity. We asked that the $500 sponsorships be
returned to NeFSMA by December 31, 2011. This will allow you to take advantage of the full year of
Sponsorship benefits such as:
1. Your logo with hyperlink to your website from NeFSMA website at
http://nefsma.com/about/sponsors.php
2. Your logo provided on all workshop programs (four annually)
3. Your logo included on all newsletters (four annually)
4. One self-provided article or promotion (relevant to floodplain and stormwater management) posted to
our blog at http://nefsma.com/blog/
We will still accept Sponsorships for our important outreach to members after the first of the year, but your
best value is to get it in as soon as possible. Please notify Lori Laster if you need the form for your Outreach
Sponsorship and please don’t hesitate to email or call if you have any questions.
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